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to have a surplus of funds, the question then is what do good stewards 
do with them. Fortunately, we have some answers. “You might today 
have had a capital of means to use in case of emergency and to aid 
the cause of God, if you had economized as you should. Every week a 
portion of your wages should be reserved and in no case touched 
unless suffering actual want, or to render back to the Giver in 
offerings to God” (The Adventist Home , pp. 395, 396). 

“The rules from God’s Word about investing still work. Apply them 
and you will prosper over the long run. Violate them, and you will 
lose all that you have worked so hard to accumulate” (Larry Burkett, 
Investing for the Future , pp. 8, 9). 

The bottom line on investments seems to me to be not whether or 
not we save money, but rather why we save it and how much we 
save. As we have noted above, there are three good uses of money: to 
provide for our own needs, to help others, and to further God’s 
mission on earth. The “why” of savings is easier to address than the 
“how much.” Obviously, the 
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“how much” would depend on individual circumstances. For example, 
those anticipating retirement because of physical limitations at some 
time in the future would not need large savings if they are debt-free, 
including that of their home. They could live quite well if they have 
Social Security and a company retirement plan with continuing health 
insurance. On the other hand, if they need to supplement Social 
Security, then they must have some other source of income, such as 
investments. 


Motives for Saving 



The “why” or motive for saving centers on three major reasons: (1) 
to set aside for our own future needs both in the area of emergencies 
as well as known expenses (such as the purchase of a car or educating 
our children); (2) to assist others in need; and (3) to further the 
gospel. The biblical perspective recognizes only these three legitimate 
reasons, as we clearly see demonstrated in the three parables of 
Matthew 25 (which we will discuss in more detail in the next 
chapter). 

Where should one start when planning investments? In the first 
area of personal needs, a family should invest in debt reduction and in 
their own home mortgage. (It is understood that we should also 
contribute to the second and third categories at the same time.) Other 
financial experts agree on the need for home and debt reduction. 

“It is my strong conviction that becoming debt-free, including the 
home mortgage, should be the first investment goal for any young 
couple (or person). Once you have achieved that goal, then, and only 
then, should you invest in other areas” (Burkett, p. 142). 

Ellen White states this preference and order as well. “Had Brother 
and Sister B been economical managers, denying themselves, they 
could ere this have had a home of their own and besides this have had 
means to draw upon in case of adversity” (The Adventist Home , p. 

395). 

Financial experts tell us that the average American is only three 
weeks away from bankruptcy. Many have little or no money saved, 
face major monthly credit obligations, and totally depend on the next 
paycheck to keep the budget afloat. 

The Bible encourages us to set aside reserve funds. “The wise man 



saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets” 
(Proverbs 21:20, TLB.) The opposite of debt, saving will make 
provision for the future while debt presumes upon the future. 


Hoarding 

On the other hand, Inspiration discourages hoarding, which we 
have defined as saving for financial security. Hoarding could cause 
serious problems in the future. I see at least four major problems with 
hoarding money—saving beyond our personal, basic needs. 
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First, in a failed economy , one could lose all he has saved (hoarded). 

By now you are surely aware that the United States economy is in a 
precarious position. Many people don’t recognize that our country 
doesn’t have enough money actually printed to pay everyone off in 
cash. In the event that each person actually wanted to hold all the 
money that he or she “owned,” there would not be enough physical 
bills or notes to meet the demand. Only 20 percent, or one fifth, of the 
U.S. monetary system is actually cash. Eighty percent, or four fifths, of 
our “money” is really only data on bank computer records. 

We all know now that it is possible to lose our “paper” investments 
overnight, for example, in the event of a stock market collapse. Let’s 
note some of Ellen White’s counsel in this area. 

“The very means that is now so sparingly invested in the cause of 
God, and that is selfishly retained, will in a little while be cast with all 
idols to the moles and to the bats. Money will soon depreciate in 
value very suddenly when the reality of eternal scenes opens to the 
senses of man. 



“God will have men who will venture anything and everything to 
save souls” ( Evangelism , p. 63). 

“It is a snare of the last days to involve God’s people in loss of their 
Lord’s entrusted capital, that should be used wisely in the work of 
winning souls” ( Counsels on Stewardship , p. 243). 

“Those who hold fast their property till the last moment surrender 
it to death rather than to the cause. Losses are occurring continually. 
Banks fail, and property is consumed in very many ways... . Satan 
works to prevent the means from coming into the treasury at all” 
(Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 154). 

The second problem with hoarding is that some will hold on to their 
money so long that it cannot be used to benefit the cause of God. 

While doing the research for this section I found what to me was a 
most sobering section of material from Ellen White’s pen. In 
Testimonies , volume 1, pages 170 and following, she wrote about the 
rich young ruler. I will share here only that portion most relevant to 
the topic at hand. “Here is the reward for those who sacrifice for God. 
They receive a hundredfold in this life, and shall inherit everlasting 
life... . Those who still cling to their earthly treasure, and will not 
make a right disposition of that which is lent them of God, will lose 
their treasure in heaven, lose everlasting life... . The work is closing; 
and soon the means of those who have kept their riches, their large 
farms, their cattle, etc., will not be wanted. I saw the Lord turn to 
such in anger, in wrath, and repeat these words: ‘Go to now, ye rich 
men’ (James 5:1, KJV). He has called, but you would not hear. Love of 
this world has drowned His 
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voice. Now He has no use for you, and lets you go, bidding you: ‘Go to 
now, ye rich men.’ 

“Oh, I saw that it was an awful thing to be thus forsaken by the 
Lord—a fearful thing to hold onto a perishable substance here, when 
He has said that if we will sell and give alms, we can lay up treasure 
in heaven. I was shown that as the work is closing up, and the truth is 
going forth in mighty power, these rich men will bring their means 
and lay it at the feet of the servants of God, begging them to accept it. 
The answer from the servants of God will be: ‘Go to now, ye rich men. 
Your means is not needed. Ye withheld it when ye could do good with 
it in advancing the cause of God. The needy have suffered; they have 
not been blessed by your means. God will not accept your riches now. 
Go to now, ye rich men’” (pp. 173-175). 

This statement is awesome in its power, boldness, and 
implications. It does not really need any interpretation by me. I will 
close this section with just one more reference. 

“Now is the time for all to work... . What will many answer in the 
day of God, when He inquires, What have ye done for Me, who gave 
My riches, My honor, My command, and My life to save you from 
ruin? The do-nothings will be speechless in that day. They will see the 
sin of their neglect. They have robbed God of the service of a lifetime. 
They have not influenced any for good. They have not brought one 
soul to Jesus. They felt content to do nothing for the Master; and they 
meet no reward, but eternal loss. They perish with the wicked, 
although they professed to be followers of Christ” ( Counsels on 
Stewardship, pp. 123, 124). 

The third problem with hoarding money appears in the Revelation 
13:17 scenario. Perhaps I can illustrate it this way. You have $300,000 



invested in mutual funds and can live comfortably on the interest. 
Then end-time events begin to unfold, and the authorities declare that 
no one can buy or sell without receiving the mark of the beast. In 
other words, your money that you have worked so hard to save and 
now depend upon to take care of you is worthless unless you accept 
the religious authority of the state. What are you going to do? Are you 
willing to turn your back on your $300,000 and walk away? After all, 
that amount represents 30 years’ worth of house payments! That is 
why Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32). 

It boils down to the question “Do I want to be able to spend my 
hard-earned money, or give it up, depend entirely on the providence 
of God, and maybe even lose my life as a result?” The sad part is that 
many Christians with hoarded assets will go for the money and turn 
their backs on God and eternal life. And then to add insult to injury, 
they will lose it all in a few months or weeks anyway, just as everyone 
else does. Also they will forfeit their eternal life. “For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world, 
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and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” (Mark 8:36, 37). 

“Very few realize the strength of their love for money until the test 
is brought to bear upon them. Many who profess to be Christ’s 
followers then show that they are unprepared for heaven. Their works 
testify that they love wealth more than their neighbor or their God. 
Like the rich young man, they inquire the way of life; but when it is 
pointed out and the cost estimated, and they see that the sacrifice of 
earthly riches is demanded, they decide that heaven costs too much. 



The greater the treasures laid up on the earth, the more difficult it is 
for the possessor to realize that they are not his own, but are lent him 
to be used to God’s glory” (ibid., p. 150). 

The fourth problem with hoarding is that our savings will testify of our 
selfishness and speak against us in the judgment “Come now, you rich, 
weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold 
and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against 
you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in 
the last days” (James 5:1-3; italics supplied). 

None of us would ever leave money in a bank without first opening 
an account and securing a receipt for each deposit. Our passbook or 
statement is then the official evidence of our funds actually being in 
the account. Ellen White suggests that our money will either testify 
that we have invested for eternity in heaven or document our personal 
selfishness. 

“Hoarded wealth is not merely useless, it is a curse. In this life it is 
a snare to the soul, drawing the affections away from the heavenly 
treasure. In the great day of God its witness to unused talents and 
neglected opportunities will condemn its possessor” ( Christ’s Object 
Lessons, p. 352). 

This is not just another book about money management. As I have 
mentioned earlier, I have felt compelled to tell what I have learned 
about money management from what I have studied in Scripture, 

Ellen White, and other Christian authors. To me this book’s greatest 
contribution is the money management principles that we as 
committed Christians should follow during the last days of earth’s 
history. 



Now I want to share with you the perspective I have developed 
toward investing for our own future well-being, as well as God’s 
promises to those willing to share with others and aid God’s cause. 

My first suggestion would be our own church’s revolving fund 
accessed through the local conference’s Trust Services Department. 
Someday, of course, all financial institutions will fail. But I would 
rather lose my money with the church than with the world. In 
addition, if I die without needing the money, then I can provide for 
the work of God to go forward. 
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Making Good Investments 

Before going further into my suggestions for investments, I must 
tell you that if we ranked all 250 million Americans according to their 
investment knowledge and experience, millions of people would stand 
in line ahead of me. With this disclaimer in mind, what I will share 
with you now comes from others far better qualified in this area. The 
most comprehensive investment counsel from a Christian perspective 
that I am aware of is Larry Burkett’s recent book, Investing for the 
Future. Chapter 5, “The Investment Hall of Horrors,” and chapter 6, 
“The Best Investments,” give the following suggestions. First, we must 
avoid the worst investments. Involving great risk, they have poor 
track records and cannot be recommended. They include commodities 
speculation, partnerships, tax shelters, precious metals, gemstones, 
coins, and stocks. On the other hand, you can, with proper guidance, 
find investments that will have lower risk and a better track record. 
Your home, mutual funds, and government-backed securities fall in 
this area. With the precarious state of the economy, you should 


consider even these only on expert advice. For example, if you invest 
in your home, make sure that it is in a desirable location, is well 
constructed, and is a good deal at the time of purchase. 

One other area that we need to cover is get-rich-quick schemes. We 
can summarize them quickly: “(1) Don’t get involved with things you 
don’t understand. (2) Don’t risk money you can’t afford to lose. And 
(3) don’t make a quick decision. The vast majority of get-rich-quick 
schemes are built on a pyramid base. This means they require an ever- 
expanding supply of new investors (suckers) in order to sustain them. 
Usually those who join are given a monetary incentive to sell others 
on the scheme... . These incentives employ the most innocuous of 
terms, such as ‘finder’s fees,’ ‘royalties,’ and ‘bonuses.’ The bottom line 
is simple: If you are dumb enough to risk your hard-earned money, 
you must know several people who are dumber than you are” 
(Investing for the Future, pp. 52-54). 

(For more information, I recommend that you purchase Larry 
Burkett’s Investing for the Future. It is available at most Christian 
bookstores, including Adventist Book Centers.) 

Spiritual Consequences of Investing 

What I have discussed above is what one can do with the portion 
of funds a person will need for his or her own support. To conclude 
this chapter, I want to share with you some things Ellen White wrote 
to God’s children in the last days. They deal with the spiritual and 
eternal consequences of investing. I would encourage you to study 
them in their context to grasp their true importance. 

“Satan is pleased to have you increase your farms and invest your 
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means in worldly enterprises, for by so doing you not only hinder the 
cause from advancing, but by anxiety and overwork lessen your 
prospect for eternal life” ( Testimonies , vol. 5, p. 152). 

I have mentioned several times in this book that the times we live 
in demand a new dimension and urgency toward good money 
management. Mrs. White tells us, “It is a snare of the last days to 
involve God’s people in loss of their Lord’s entrusted capital, that 
should be used wisely in the work of winning souls” (Counsels on 
Stewardship , p. 243). 

Just how much of our surplus should we give to God in the last 
days? The answer is simple and reasonable. “Brethren, awake from 
your life of selfishness, and act like consistent Christians. The Lord 
requires you to economize your means and let every dollar not needed 
for your comfort flow into the treasury” ( Testimonies , vol. 5, p. 156). 

Since I have never seen this material widely published, I feel 
compelled to share it here. Many times when Ellen White spoke about 
proper money management and the needs in God’s cause, her message 
would so move her listeners that they would ask her if they should 
sell their homes and place the money in the Lord’s treasury. She 
always told them that God may not need their homes now, but that 
they should be laid on the altar and the Lord would impress them as 
to the right time to sell. She did say, however, that those with more 
than one property should liquidate the extra and give the money to 
God. Consider the following two short examples. 

“God calls upon those who have possessions in lands and houses to 
sell and to invest the money where it will be supplying the great want 
in the missionary field” ( Testimonies , vol. 5, p. 733). 



“It is now that our brethren should be cutting down their 
possessions instead of increasing them. We are about to move to a 
better country, even a heavenly. Then let us not be dwellers upon the 
earth, but be getting things into as compact a compass as possible” 
(ibid., vol. 5, p. 152). 

We all, as a matter of course, thank God for our blessings. But have 
we ever thought about why He gives them to us? “If we have 
prosperity in our secular business, it is because God blesses us. A part 
of this income is to be devoted to the poor, and a large portion to be 
applied to the cause of God” (ibid., vol. 4, p. 477). 

The Safest Investment of All 

We started this chapter talking about the safety of our investments. 
I have concluded that there is no safe place to keep money in this 
world. But what about the safety of what we invest in helping others 
and God’s work? 

“In giving to the work of God, you are laying up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven. All that you lay up is secure from disaster and 
loss, and is increasing to an eternal, an enduring substance” (Counsels 
on Stewardship, p. 342). 
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“Those who really feel an interest in the cause of God, and are 
willing to venture something for its advancement, will find it a sure 
and safe investment” ( Testimonies , vol. 1, p. 226). 

“We are to place in the Lord’s treasury all the means that we can 
spare. For this means, needy unworked fields are calling... . The 
money invested in this work will bring rich returns” (ibid., vol. 9, p. 



49). 

Perhaps the most interesting statement Mrs. White made about 
investments went to a man who had failed to make good investments 
and had lived primarily to please himself. She told him, “The 
enterprise of securing eternal life did not awaken your interest. Here 
you could have expended means, and run no risks, met no 
disappointments, and in the end would have received immense 
profits” (ibid., vol. 2, p. 280). It soundsalmost too good to be true. No 
risk, no disappointments, and immense profits. What an investment! 

How important is our investment strategy? 

“By investing their means in the cause of God to aid in the 
salvation of souls, and by relieving the needy, they become rich in 
good works, and are ‘laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life’ (1 Timothy 6:19, KJV). This will prove a safe investment” 
(Counsels on Stewardship, p. 151). 

“This work of transferring your possessions to the world above is 
worthy of all your best energies. It is of the highest importance, and 
involves your eternal interests” (ibid., p. 342). 

It may be that you don’t feel that you have a surplus and therefore 
cannot join with those laying up treasure in heaven. But one of the 
primary reasons I wrote this book is to point out that with proper 
planning we can live within our means and faithfully support God’s 
mission on earth. 

“We can every one of us do something, if we will only take the 
position that God would have us. Every move that you make to 
enlighten others brings you nearer in harmony with the God of 



heaven. If you sit down and look at yourself and say, ‘I can barely 
support my family,’ you will never do anything; but if you say, ‘I will 
do something for the truth, I will see it advance, I will do what I can,’ 
God will open ways so that you can do something. You should invest 
in the cause of truth so that you will feel that you are a part of it” 
(ibid., p. 304). 

May God bless you as you seek His wisdom and blessing on your 
investments. 
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APPLICATION 
Chapter 11 

1. Every family should have some money in savings. How much 
should be in that account, and under what circumstances should the 
money be utilized? 

2. What is the difference between savings, which is encouraged, 
and hoarding, which is discouraged? 

3. From a scriptural and eschatological perspective, what four 
potential problems could develop because of hoarding? 

4. How safe is money that we invest in others and in God? 
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Chapter Twelve 


♦ 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to afar country r , 
who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them... . After a 
long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them” 
(Matthew 25:14-19). 

The Judgment Bar of God 


eep down in our hearts we all know that sooner or later we must 
-L'all stand before the judgment bar of God and give an account of 
what we have done in our lives. Although we are saved by faith, we 
receive our rewards according to our actions. God longs for us to be 
faithful to His commands. He Himself gives us the power to be 
faithful, but we must receive and utilize it. In this very real sense we 
demonstrate the genuineness of our profession of faith, genuineness 
that Jesus spoke about when He said, “by their fruits you will know 
them” (Matthew 7:20) and “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do 
not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). 

It is in this setting that both Matthew and Luke tell the story of the 
two builders. Our obedience tells God that we love and trust Him. On 
the other hand, our disobedience indicates that though we say that we 
love Him, we still want to do things our own way. Now, after reading 
this book to this point and learning God’s desire for us in personal 
money management, we must decide whether or not we will order our 
lives in harmony with His will. Are you prepared to seek God’s 



leading in money management and then by His grace structure your 
life in harmony with it? 

Remember the words of Jesus. “Therefore whoever hears these 
sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it 
was founded on the rock. Now everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, and it fell. And great was its fall” 
(Matthew 7:24-27). 

Money Management and End Times 

In the introduction and throughout this book I have mentioned the 
eschatological significance of money management. Now as the 
capstone I 
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will share with you what I perceive to be the connection between our 
personal money management and our Christian experience and 
preparation for end-time events. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the story of the private 
conversation between Jesus and His disciples where they asked about 
the signs of the end of time (Matthew 24; 25; Mark 13; and Luke 21). 
We all recognize the incident’s special significance for our day. When 
the disciples asked Him, “What will be the sign of Your coming, and 
of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3), Jesus answered: 


“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; 



and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the 
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them from fear and the 
expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the 
powers of heaven will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:25-27). 

Jesus here speaks not only of distress of nations, but also of 
perplexity. A closer look at this word, “perplexity,” will point out 
more clearly that He was describing our day. “Perplexity” appears 
nowhere else in the New Testament. The Greek word was aporia. 
Lexicographers state that it literally means “without a passage out.” 

So the picture Jesus paints of the days just before He returns 
reveals a stressed world faced with apparently insurmountable 
problems. Ellen White describes the end-time conditions in this way: 
“There are not many, even among educators and statesmen, who 
comprehend the causes that underlie the present state of society. 

Those who hold the reins of government are not able to solve the 
problem of moral corruption, poverty, pauperism, and increasing 
crime. They are struggling in vain to place business operations on a more 
secure basis. If men would give more heed to the teaching of God’s 
Word, they would find a solution of the problems that perplex them” 

C Testimonies , vol. 9, p. 13; italics supplied). 

Because many recognize that our present economic problems are 
hopeless, we have organizations like the First American Monetary 
Consultants marketing materials entitled “Understanding and 
Avoiding the Coming Economic Wipeout.” Larry Burkett states in his 
best-selling The Coming Economic Earthquake , “Eventually the majority 
of households will reach the stage where they cannot repay what they 
owe, nor will they be able to borrow more. At that point, the economy 



must stop while the debt is either repudiated (by a depression), 
devalued (by hyperinflation), or repaid (unthinkable)” (p. 106). 

Many government leaders have expressed concern over the “super¬ 
heated” and highly inflated stock market, the high social cost of 
lotteries 
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and gambling, and the escalating personal bankruptcy rate. In 
addition, the personal savings rate is down to zero and many, 
especially those in business, are concerned about the world economic 
picture. 

From both the perspective of the family and the federal 
government there appears to be serious financial times ahead. So 
what can you do to protect yourself? The simple answer has appeared 
over and over in this book—stay or get out of debt and trust God to 
provide for your needs. 

We have just looked at the world conditions that Jesus foretold 
that would exist just before His return. However, He didn’t stop there. 
He went on to describe what things would be like in the church at the 
end of time. And this is what should concern each of us at the 
moment. 


The Three Parables of Matthew 25 

As part of Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question, He told the 
three parables of Matthew 25—all of which end with the Second 
Coming of Jesus. The parable of the ten virgins emphasizes the 
importance of being ready for the Second Advent. The parable of the 
talents tells us what we should be doing while we wait. And the 



parable of the sheep and the goats lets us know the basis upon which 
God metes out the judgment. 

I will enlarge a little on each of the stories from a money 
management perspective by first pointing out that each one not only 
depicts God’s people at His coming but also parallels the uses of 
money that we talked about in recent chapters. Note the following 
parallels: 

The story of the ten virgins = our needs. 

The story of the talents = the advancement of God’s cause. 

The story of the sheep and the goats = the needs of others. 

Here we see the Bible’s emphasis on the three areas of appropriate 
money investment. Ellen White, as we have seen earlier, draws the 
same conclusion. “The very best legacy which parents can leave their 
children is a knowledge of useful labor and the example of a life 
characterized by disinterested benevolence. By such a life they show 
the true value of money, that it is only to be appreciated for the good 
that it will accomplish in [1] relieving their own wants, and [2] the 
necessities of others, and in [3] advancing the cause of God” 
(Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 399). 

Parable of the Ten Virgins 

Now let’s take a brief look at each story to determine its 
application to the themes of this book. Speaking of the parable of the 
ten virgins, Ellen White tells us, “Those who profess to be waiting for 
the coming of Christ are represented in the parable by the five wise 
and the five foolish virgins.... Many profess to be wise; but have they 
the Holy Spirit? As a people, we profess to know the truth, but of 
what avail will this be if we do not carry out its principles in our life? 



... It is your business to be ready for the 
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coming of the Lord, and you cannot be ready while failing to carry out 
His commands. There are some who seem to feel no responsibility 
concerning paying their tithes into the treasury of the Lord. They 
withhold from Him who has given them everything else the small 
portion He has named as His own” (Signs of the Times , Aug. 1, 1892). 

Clearly anyone who does not faithfully bring his or her tithes is not 
ready to meet God. According to Acts 5:32, God gives the Holy Spirit, 
which was in short supply in the lives of the foolish virgins, to those 
who obey Him. 


Parable of the Talents 

Matthew 25 has no parallel. In other words, none of the other 
Gospel writers record the three stories. However, Luke 19 does have a 
story similar to the parable of the talents—the story of the ten minas. 
In it a nobleman summons 10 of his servants and gives each of them a 
mina—a unit currently worth thousands. In Luke 19:13 the nobleman 
instructs the 10 servants, “Do business till I come.” The New 
International Version says, “Put this money to work until I come 
back.” 

What are the talents that God is talking about in this story? How 
does one invest them so that heaven will account a person faithful 
when Christ returns? It occurs to me that since the parables all are set 
at the end-time, the judgment, and the second coming of Christ, then 
their primary application must be the final generation of Christians. 
(Of course, they also apply to each person as life is closed.) Ellen 
White gives some additional insights into the parable. 



“I was shown that the parable of the talents has not been fully 
understood. This important lesson was given to the disciples for the 
benefit of Christians living in the last days. And these talents do not 
represent merely the ability to preach and instruct from the Word of 
God. The parable applies to the temporal means which God has entrusted 
to His people. Those to whom the five and the two talents were given 
traded and doubled that which was committed to their trust. God 
requires those who have possessions here to put their money out to 
usury for Him—to put it into the cause to spread the truth” 
(Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 197; italics supplied). 

So far we know that the talents represent the temporal means— 
money—that God has entrusted to us. And then He asks us to invest it 
in building up His kingdom. So what is the return on the investment? 
How can one know whether or not he or she is a faithful servant? 
“Every soul saved is a talent gained. If truly converted, the one brought 
to a knowledge of the truth will, in his turn, use the talents of 
influence and of means which God has given him, in working for the 
salvation of his fellow men” (ibid., vol. 2, p. 660; italics supplied). 
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“The Lord designs that the means entrusted to us shall be used in 
building up His kingdom. His goods are committed to His stewards 
that they may be carefully traded upon and bring back a revenue to 
Him in the saving of souls unto eternal life” (ibid., vol. 6, p. 448). 

I guess we all tend to think that the other person has more talents 
than we have and is therefore more responsible to God. In the story, 
however, it was the person with only one talent—the least money— 
that proved unfaithful. 



“The one to whom is entrusted one talent is not responsible for 
five, or for two, but for the one. Many neglect to lay up for themselves 
a treasure in heaven by doing good with the means that God has lent 

them. They distrust God and have a thousand fears in regard to the 
future. Like the children of Israel they have evil hearts of unbelief ” 
(ibid., vol. 2, p. 656). 

“I saw that some of God’s professed people are like the man who 
hid his talent in the earth. They keep their possessions from doing 
good in the cause of God. They claim that these are their own, and 
that they have a right to do what they please with their own; and 
souls are not saved by judicious efforts made by them with their 
Lord’s money” (ibid., vol. 1, p. 198). 

Several times earlier in the book we discussed the concept that 
God owns everything. Accordingly, the funds that He has entrusted to 
us we hold in a master/servant relationship to God. Simply stated, 

then, once we have met our needs, we are to utilize God’s money for 
His benefit and return the entire amount—principal and interest—to 
Him when we are done with it. 

“The Lord requires that those to whom He has lent talents of 
means make a right use of them, having the advancement of His cause 
prominent. Every other consideration should be inferior to this” (ibid., 
vol. 2, p. 659). 

“When the Master comes, the faithful servant is prepared to return 
Him both principal and interest. By his fruits he can show the increase 
of talents that he has gained to return to the Master. The faithful 
servant will then have done his work, and the Master, whose reward 
is with Him to give every man according as his work shall be, will 
return to that faithful servant both principal and interest” (ibid., p. 



660). 

“Angels keep a faithful record of every man’s work, and as 
judgment passes upon the house of God, the sentence of each is 
recorded by his name, and the angel is commissioned to spare not the 
unfaithful servants, but to cut them down at the time of slaughter. 
And that which was committed to their trust is taken from them. 
Their earthly treasure is then swept away, and they have lost all. And 
the crowns they might have worn, had they been faithful, are put 
upon the heads of those saved by the faithful servants whose means 
was constantly in use for God” (ibid., vol. 1, p. 198). 
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Parable of the Sheep and Goats 

And now let’s shift our attention to the last story in Matthew 25, 
that of the sheep and the goats. At this point it introduces to us a 
higher level of stewardship than we have contemplated so far—the 
concept of helping others less fortunate than ourselves even if we 
receive no tax deduction for doing it. In this parable Jesus divides 
those in the judgment not on the basis of their belief but of their 
practice. 

Some of us may have mistakenly thought that when Jesus returns, 
or during the time of the investigative judgment, He uses the list of 
our 27 fundamental beliefs as His standard for determining who is 
saved or lost. But evidently, to tell whether or not our hearts have 
been changed from selfish to loving, and therefore we are safe to save 
for eternity, all He has to do is look at our relationship to the poor. 

“‘When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and 



before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another’ (Matthew 25:31, 32, KJV). Thus Christ on the 
Mount of Olives pictured to His disciples the scene of the great 
judgment day. And He represented its decision as turning upon one 
point. When the nations are gathered before Him, there will be but 
two classes, and their eternal destiny will be determined by what they 
have done or failed to do for Him in the person of the poor and the 
suffering” (The Desire of Ages, p. 637). 

Of course, among the lost in His parable were professing 
Christians, and they did not realize that they were neglecting the one 
important thing that God required of them. Remember Jesus’ counsel 
to the rich young ruler? “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you 
have and give it to the poor.” 

“Those on the left hand of Christ, those who had neglected Him in 
the person of the poor and the suffering, were unconscious of their 
guilt. Satan had blinded them; they had not perceived what they owed 
to their brethren. They had been self-absorbed, and cared not for 
other’s needs” (ibid., p. 639). 

The Poor and the Suffering 

How should we help Christ in the person of the poor and the 
suffering? God counsels two methods. We are first to give a consistent 
thank offering at church, and then also to seek out and help those in 
need on a personal one-to-one basis. 

“In every church there should be established a treasury for the 
poor. Then let each member present a thank offering to God once a 
week or once a month, as is most convenient. This offering will 
express our gratitude for the gifts of health, of food, and of 



comfortable clothing. And according as 


-139- 

God has blessed us with these comforts will we lay by for the poor, 
the suffering, and the distressed. I would call the attention of our 
brethren especially to this point. Remember the poor. Forgo some of 
your luxuries, yea, even comforts, and help those who can obtain only 
the most meager food and clothing. In doing for them you are doing 
for Jesus in the person of His saints” ( Testimonies , vol. 5, pp. 150, 

151). 

“God does not mean that any of His followers should beg for bread. 
He has given you an abundance that you may supply those of their 
necessities which by industry and economy they are not able to 
supply. Do not wait for them to call your attention to their needs. Act 
as did Job. The thing that he knew not he searched out. Go on an 
inspection tour and learn what is needed and how it can be best 
supplied” (ibid., p. 151). 

Who are the poor that we must help? They are “His followers”— 
apparently the poor in the church. As Matthew puts it, “the least of 
these My brethren” (Matthew 25:40). The Gospel of Mark looks at the 
situation from the receiving perspective. “For whoever gives you a 
cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, 
assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward” (Mark 
9:41). 

The problem of poverty in a general sense could take literally all 
our resources and still there would be need. The church’s 
responsibility is to help the believing industrious poor who while they 
practice economy still cannot supply all their own needs. The 



inspection tour should be among fellow believers. 


“God proves us by trusting us with earthly possessions. If we are 
faithful to impart freely of what He has lent us, to advance His cause, 
God can entrust to us the immortal inheritance” (ibid., vol. 1, p. 199). 

God’s Faithful People 

The picture we receive here of how God’s faithful people will live 
at the end of time is quite different from the practice of many today. 
Instead of putting a dollar into the offering plate for Sabbath school 
missions, they will be giving hundreds. Instead of moonlighting for 
additional money for themselves, they will be working extra to be 
able to contribute more to God’s cause so as to hasten His coming. 

And instead of accumulating more and more, they will be divesting 
themselves of assets so that not much of their “stuff” will be burned 
up in the fires of the Advent. 

“In the last extremity, before this work shall close, thousands will 
be cheerfully laid upon the altar. Men and women will feel it a blessed 
privilege to share in the work of preparing souls to stand in the great 
day of God, and they will give hundreds as readily as dollars are given 
now” (Counsels on Stewardship, p. 40). 

“If the love of Christ were burning in the hearts of His professed 
people, 


-140- 

we would see the same spirit manifested today. Did they but realize 
how near is the end of all work for the salvation of souls, they would 
sacrifice their possessions as freely as did the members of the early 
church. They would work for the advancement of God’s cause as 



earnestly as worldly men labor to acquire riches. Tact and skill would 
be exercised, and earnest and unselfish labor put forth to acquire 
means, not to hoard, but to pour into the treasury of the Lord” (ibid., 
pp. 40, 41). 

“The work of God is to become more extensive, and if His people 
follow His counsel, there will not be much means in their possession 
to be consumed in the final conflagration. All will have laid up their 
treasure where moth and rust cannot corrupt; and the heart will not 
have a cord to bind it to earth” ( Testimonies , vol. 1, p. 197). 

As we look back over our lives, most of us can distinctly remember 
words or phrases that made an indelible impression on our minds. 

Will you indulge me just a moment? I can remember as a boy the 
times when, following a trip my father had made to California from 
southern Oregon to deliver a load of lumber, we boys would shout, 
“Daddy’s home!” That announcement made our day. 

I remember when Elder Bruce Johnston, my major professor at 
Southern College, stopped me in the hall one day and said, “There is a 
conference president here today who wants to talk to you.” To me 
that meant that someone else had recognized my call to work for God. 

I remember when, following my marriage proposal, Kathy said, 
“Yes, I will.” Then a few days later when I requested permission from 
her parents for the privilege of marrying their daughter, her mother 
said to me, “We always let our children make their own mistakes.” I 
took that to mean that if Kathy was agreeable to the idea, they would 
be too. 

Being admitted to the practice of law was another really 
memorable experience for me. Just being accepted into law school 



was an accomplishment. Then being a part of the 50 percent of those 
who actually graduated was another. But the real hurdle was to pass 
the bar exam and be admitted to practice. I can remember having the 
background check of all the schools I had ever attended, all the jobs I 
had worked at, all the places I had lived, etc. Then having all 10 of 
my fingers printed at the sheriffs office and a mug shot taken that 
rested on the table where I sat during the two grueling days of the 
exam. 

At the time I finished law school only about 35 percent of law 
school graduates passed the bar exam on the first try. Since the exam 
takes place only twice a year, it is a real advantage to pass the exam 
as quickly as possible so you can begin your legal practice. Following 
the exam, you have to endure a 90-day waiting period before you 
receive the results. People had 
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told me that if you passed, the board of bar examiners would send out 
your results in a large manila envelope with instructions on how to 
enter the state bar and begin practicing law. The word was that if you 
didn’t pass, then you would get a regular No. 10 size envelope that 
would contain the bad news and an application to take the exam the 
next time. 

We all knew that the results would be mailed out on a Friday. The 
notice would arrive in our mail on Monday, so on that day I called 
Kathy from the office and said, “Kat, let me pick up the mail today so 
that I will be the first to know the results of the bar exam.” Late that 
morning I drove home to pick up the mail. 


When I looked into the mailbox, to my shock it contained no large 



manila envelope. There was, however, a No. 10 size business envelope 
from the board of bar examiners. Only those who have been through 
similar circumstances can truly know how I felt at that moment. Many 
thoughts raced through my mind. “Why, Lord? Why me? After all this 
hard work and commuting, was it a waste of time and money?” My 
body sympathized with my emotions, and I had to sit down and calm 
myself. Finally after several minutes I decided that I must face the 
inevitable. I opened the letter, which was folded in thirds with the top 
down first and then the bottom folded up over the top fold. When I 
pulled the bottom flap down, only one sentence of the letter was 
visible. It said, “Good luck in your practice!” I couldn’t believe it. You 
can imagine the trauma to my body and emotions of going from deep 
despair to high ecstasy in a short period of time. Then I opened the 
top flap and read the full letter. “Congratulations,” it read, “you have 
passed the bar exam. Welcome to the state bar and the practice of 
law.” The letter went on to say that under a new policy the additional 
materials needed would arrive later. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant” 

I am sure that we have all had similar experiences where we have 
heard special, unforgettable words. But now I am thinking of a time in 
the near future when all those who have taken seriously and followed 
God’s counsel will hear those best words of all: “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you were faithful... . Enter into the joy of your lord” 
(Matthew 25:21). The best I can determine is that God speaks them 
only to those who have been faithful in managing what God has given 
them. I want to hear those words more than anything else in the 
world. How about you? 

As I look back across the pages of this book, a real conviction grips 



me. I now recognize that my goal as a committed Christian is to take 
what God has given me in time, talents, body, and finances, and bring 
profit to His kingdom until He comes. 

“No scheme of business or plan of life can be sound or complete 
that 


-142- 

embraces only the brief years of this present life and makes no 
provision for the unending future” ( Education, p. 145). 

Those who prepare for eternity are at the same time making the 
best possible preparation for life in this world. No one can lay up 
treasure in heaven without finding his or her life or earth thereby 
enriched and ennobled. As Jesus told the disciples following His 
encounter with the rich young ruler, “assuredly, I say to you, there is 
no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, 
for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times 
more in this present time, and in the age to come everlasting life” 
(Luke 18:29, 30). 

“If we use our means to God’s glory here, we lay up treasure in 
heaven; and when earthly possessions are all gone, the faithful 
steward has Jesus and angels for his friends, to receive him home to 
everlasting habitations” ( Testimonies , vol. 1, p. 198). 

APPLICATION 
Chapter 12 

1. What parallels are there between the three stories of Matthew 
25 and the three legitimate uses of money we learned about in earlier 
chapters? 



2. What can or will be done to “fix” our failing economy? 

3. How risky is investing in others and the cause of God, and what 
returns can we expect from such investments? 

4. How important is helping others from the perspective of the 
judgment? 
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